





e isa x 


Sate 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


CONTENTS 

Trade Qutlook in Overseas Markets 
Retail Trade in March ai an 
Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses ... 


Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry vie ot 


and . Tariff 


PAGE 
209 


210 
213 


214 


Customs Regulations 


Changes sme Jen 216 


Overseas Trade Reports and Statistics 218 


Published by His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office and obtainable directly from them 
at the following addresses: York House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 13a, Castle 
Street, Edinburgh, 2; 39-41, King Street, 
Manchester, 2; 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, 
Cardiff ; 80, Chichester Street, Belfast ; or 
through any booksellers. 

Registered as a Newspaper. Crown 
copyright reserved. Extracts may be pub- 
lished if the source is duly acknowledged. 





Volume 151 No. 2527 


Price 6d. net ; 26s. per annum ; post free 30s. 


May 12, 1945 





Trade Outlook in 


Overseas Markets 


New D.O.T. ‘‘ Commercial Reviews ”’ 


The Department of Overseas Trade has now pub- 
lished five more of its reviews of Commercial Conditions 
in markets abroad. The new issues deal with British 
East Africa, Uruguay, Argentina, Sweden and Portugal. 
Previously published Reviews comprise : U.S.A., Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile and Peru. The remainder of the 26 coun- 
tries will be made available as completed. 

The series covering the war has so far inevitably pre- 
vented the publication of official information about 
commercial conditions in overseas markets. Concentra- 
tion upon the war effort and difficulties of communica- 
tion and supply have deprived United Kingdom 
exporters of the day to day contact which in normal 
times enables a correct assessment to be made of the 
demands and preferences of buyers abroad. The 
Reviews have been prepared, therefore, with the 
intention of giving the exporter an account of the pre- 
war economy of each country, the changes which have 
occurred in the last five years, with special reference to 
industrialisation and a survey of the post-war market 
for United Kingdom goods. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS 


The Reviews published this month describe industrial 
developments in the five markets concerned. Shortage 
of imports has accelerated the rate of industrialisation 
and the exploitation of local resources. As might be 
expected great strides have been made in setting up new 
industries and extending existing ones in Sweden where 
a sound industrial basis existed before the war. The 
Review of Commercial Conditions in Sweden contains 
interesting material about developments of considerable 
variety in that country where much attention is being 
devoted to technical and scientific research. Even in 
Sweden, however, the extent of increased industrialisa- 
tion must be viewed in a correct perspective and the 
Review points out that in spite of the considerable 
development which has occurred, the :— 

** actual number of new factories erected during the 

war to produce commodities no longer obtainable from 

abroad is not large. The bulk of the new capital 
raised for industrial development during the war has 
been invested in plant to produce armaments, in 
mines producing brown coal and non-ferrous minerals, 
in factories making producer-gas plant and rayon 
cellulose, in hydro-electrical development and in 
increased exploitation of forest products including 
pulp by-products. 

In most cases the new plant has been set up at an 
existing factory by a firm for which the new venture 
does not represent its main business and most ‘ war 


investment ’ of this type has been rapidly written off. 
Practically all these factories are owned by large 
private British concerns, and none by foreign capital : 
they will for the most part continue to exist after the 
war as part of the parent factory and their post-war 
production will be determined in the light of then 
existing conditions. 

It seems unlikely that tariff protection will be 
generally granted to maintain the new industries, 
many of which, of course, will be fully competitive.” 
At the other end of the scale is British East Africa, 

where the establishment of local secondary industries 
may very well change the nature of United Kingdom 
trade with the East African territories in the long 
run. The Review indicates the limiting factors which 
are bound to affect the establishment of local industries 
for some time to come :— 

“ British East Africa being essentially agricultural, 
such scope as exists for local industry is likely to be 
limited for some time to come, with few exceptions, 
to the processing of bulk product for exports, e.g., 
sisal, coffee, tea, pyrethrum, cotton, etc., and to the 
continued production on a small scale of certain food- 
stuffs such as jams and marmalade, fruit juices, con- 
fectionery, etc. the lack of notable deposits of coal, 
iron-ore and other base metals presents a serious 
obstacle to the establishment of basic industries.” 
In Portugal a Bill has been submitted to the Corpora- 

tive Chamber providing for the creation of new indus- 
tries and for the re-organisation of existing industries, 
but the background to the projected programme is 
Portugal’s obvious intention and desire to welcome 
collaboration with the industry of other nations. Future 
opportunities are, therefore, suggested for the importa- 
tion of capital goods and certain kinds of consumer 
goods that are not produced at all or in insufficient 
quantity to meet local requirements. 

The Review of Commercial Conditions in Argentina 
stresses the growth of the spirit of political and eco- 
nomic nationalism and the desire which arises from it 
to attain a greater degree of self-sufficiency. A careful 
review is given of the progress of industrialisation in 
Argentina which shows significant developments in the 
field of heavy industry. 


PROSPECTS OR UNITED KINGDOM GOODS 
The Reviews discuss the post-war market which each 
country is likely to offer for United Kingdom exports. 
Despite the disturbances of the war and the growth of 
Continued on page 212 
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Retail Trade in March 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method of compiling the statistics * have been omitted. 

The main point to note in this connection is that the majority 
of schedules for March required some correction for differences 
in the number of selling days because Good Friday and Easter 
Saturday fell in April in 1944 and in March in 1945. In general, 
shops reporting appear to have been open on the Saturday 
morning but in some cases they did not reopen till the following 


Wednesday. There was no public holiday on Good Friday in 
Scotland. 

SALES IN MARCH 
Apparel: Daily sales in March continued high in spite of con- 


sumers’ knowledge that the current issue of coupons may have 
to last for seven months instead of six. The indexf, 126, was 
the highest recorded in the present series, i.e., January 1941 to 
date, being about 21 per cent. above the average of the previous 
twelve months. The previous highest figures had been 123 for 
last December and 121 for February. High sales were reported 
in all districts, particularly in Central and West End London. 
The index there reached 138, a level higher even than that of 
last October when sales suddenly expanded with the lull in the 
aerial bombardment. 

As in February, the high level of sales was primarily due to 
the large number of coupons expended rather than to the amount 
spent per coupon. The latter figure, however, was higher than 
in February, this being the usual tendency in the second month 
of an issue, and it did contribute to the sales advance. It was 
also higher than in March 1944. The number of coupons taken 
by shops reporting this item was 11 per cent. greater than a year 
ago, with appreciable increases in every district except Suburban 
London, where the rise was less than 2 per cent. 

Of the three main apparel categories, women’s wear was 
outstanding, the index of 129 being the second highest recorded 
since January 1941. This was 6 per cent. higher than the 
February figure and 22 per cent. above the previous twelve 
months’ average. The advance from March 1944, 20-4 per cent., 
was substantial and was shared by all districts. The shops 
sub-dividing their sales recorded much the largest increase 
(25-5 per cent.) in fashion goods (outer wear). 

While sales of men’s and boys’ wear at 127 were only 14 per 
cent. higher than in February, their advance over the previous 
average, 21 per cent., was much the same as that for women’s 
wear, and the increase from March 1944 amounted to 16-9 per 
cent. For this category, too, substantial rises were recorded in 
all districts. The comparison with last year is the more remark- 
able because sales a year ago were stimulated by the availability 
of uncontrolled styles and the reduced pointing of austerity suits. 
Boots and Shoes also provided evidence of increased expenditure, 
for the March index, 109, though low in comparison with the 





* See, for example, the Board of Trade Journal, April 7, 1944 
(page 146). 

+ The method by which these index numbers are constructed was 
described in the Board of Trade Journal, April 1, 1944 (page 121). 


two categories mentioned above, was the highest since last 
August, being 5 per cent. higher than in February and 16 per 
cent. above the previous average. The rise from March 1944, 
20-4 per cent., was identical with the advance in women’s wear 
and was shared by all districts. Rather surprisingly, the largest 
increase was in Suburban London, which showed much the 
smallest rise for apparel as a whole. 

Sales of dress materials were 25-9 per cent. higher than a year 
ago. The advance in one district, Scotland, was 44-4 per cent. 
A separate index number is not compiled for dress materials, 
but for piece-goods as a whole sales in March were much larger 
than in any month since the beginning of 1941 when the present 
series of index numbers started. 


Household Goods: Sales of household goods are not, with rare 
exceptions, subject to coupons though some textile items are 
only obtainable against dockets or remain available for the 
general public after the dockets in the locality have been met. 
This index has, therefore, remained more stable than the apparel 
one. The March figure, 101, was, however, high. Apart from 
the December peaks such a level has not been touched since 
May 1942 and it represents a rise of about 16 per cent. from 
both February and the previous twelve months’ average. The 
index numbers for the South of England and Suburban London, 
districts to which population is now returning, were 112 and 
110 respectively. 

The expansion was mainly in hardware (105), which was 
19 per cent. higher than in February though only 7-7 per cent. 
above March 1944. Furnishing departments, at 95, were 8 per 
cent. above February but 16-2 per cent. higher than a year 
ago. Sales of household piece-goods were only 2-1 per cent. above 
March 1944. In all three categories there were wide variations 
between the seven districts. Compared with last year, household 
piece-goods showed a considerable decrease (19-5 per cent.) in 
Central and West End London and a fractional one in Scotland ; 
the other two categories rose in every district. 


Other Non-food Merchandise : Sales of fancy goods and sports 
and travel goods were again materially higher this year than last, 
rising by 14-2 per cent. and 16-2 per cent. respectively. Miscel- 
laneous und unspecified goods, which include such coal sales as 
are reported, showed an increase of 7-3 per cent., the only fall 
(2:5 per cent.) being in Suburban Londort 


Non-food Merchandise as a Whole : The index for all non-food 
merchandise was about 63 per cent. above February and 12} per 
cent. above the previous average, the main contributing factor 
being the expansion in apparel sales. All districts shared in 
the general upward movement, the most marked advance being 
17} per cent. in Scotland. 

Higher sales than in March 1944 were recorded in all districts, 
the increase for the country as a whole amounting to 16-1 per 
cent. The range of district movement was narrow, varying 
only from 12-2 per cent. in Suburban London to 18-2 per cent. 
in the Central and West End area, these being the areas which 
in February also had shown the smallest and the largest increases. 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales - March 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months, 












































| Midlands London— 
North North and South Centra! London— Total, 
Category Scotland East West South of and West Suburban Great 
Wales England End Britain { | 
nee oS) ee ee) Veen. e  e: ee  Pee | 
Non-food merchandise... 115 118 115 116 119 124 114 116 
98 (103) 111 (106) 107 (101) 110 (102) 110 (105) 115 (99) 104 (97) 109 (103) | 
Of which :— ‘ 
Apparel § ose oe 121 123 121 121 121 138 115 126 
104 (104) 121 (103) 117 (101) 117 (101) 120 (104) 129 (107) 109 (96) 121 (104) | 
Household goods ||... 97 100 95 102 112 103 110 iol | 
79 90) 85 (89) 77 (83) 89 (90) 94 (94) 88 (79) 93 (90; 87 (87) | 
Food and perishables__... 112 113 121 110 110 120 113 113 | 
111 (119) 109 (110) 107 (110) 106 (107) 105 (105) 113 (107) 106 (108) 107 (108) 
Total Sales... oon 113 115 118 112 113 123 112 114 
106 (107) 110 (109) 107 (106) 107 (105) 106 (105) 114 (101) 105 (104) 108 (106) 








t Including unallocated sales. 


§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 


|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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May 12, 1945 THE BOARD OF 


RETAIL TRADE—continued 


Food and Perishables: Food and perishables always account 
for more than half the total value used in computing comparisons. 
The March proportion was approximately 59 per cent. Quan- 
tities available are so far controlled by rationing or “ points” 
that fluctuations in daily sales are generally small. A public 
holiday such as Good Friday, however, by compressing the 
same quantity of sales into fewer days raises the daily average 
and it is for this reason that the March level appears high. 
Except in Scotland where no allowance for a holiday had to be 
made, this factor might have produced a rise of anything up 
to 4 per cent. in the comparisons with last year, and the recorded 
rise for the country as a whole, including Scotland, was 7-8 per 
cent. As might be anticipated, the smallest rise was in Scotiand, 
4-5 per cent. The March index, at 113, was 5} per cent. above 
February and 43 per cent. above the previous average. The 
North West (121) and Central and West End London (120) 
were the only districts with index numbers differing materially 
from the general level. 

Daily sales of grocery, provisions and bakery were 6-5 per cent. 
higher than in March 1944, district figures ranging from 4:3 per 
cent. in Suburban London to 8-3 per cent. in the North East. 
Café and restaurant sales continued at a higher level than last 
year, only Central and West End London showing a rise (3-0 per 
cent.) of less than 10 per cent., while the increase for the country 
as a whole was 14:7 per cent. Sweets and tobacco and perishables 
(comparisons were published for the first time last month) 
showed much wider variations between districts, probably 
owing to the weakness of the samples available. These two 
sub-categories rose by 8:3 per cent. and 8-8 per cent. respectively. 


Total Sales: As a result of the various sectional fluctuations 
described above, the index number for total sales, 114, was 
54 per cent. higher than in February and 7} per cent. above the 
average of the previous twelve months. The steepest rise from 
that average was in Central and West End London where food 
sales form a small proportion of the total and where all sales were 
low last summer. Compared with March 1944, sales rose by 
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11-1 per cent. Suburban London showed the smallest advance, 
7-9 per cent., and the Central and West End area the largest, 
14-8 per cent. The recorded district increases are, however, 
rather on the low side, since unallocated sales rose by 19-3 per 
cent. 


February-March : Sales for the first two months of the trading 
year were 9-1 per cent. higher in 1945 than in 1944. The move- 
ment was general, being least marked in Suburban London, 4-7 per 
cent., and sharpest in Central and West End London, 12:2 per 
cent. Food and perishables rose on the average by 6-1 per cent. 
and other merchandise by 13-7 per cent. The apparel categories 
were all much higher this year, the greatest rise being 23-3 per 
cent. for dress materials, and the smallest 13-1 per cent. for boots 
and shoes. Household goods showed a smaller movement than 
apparel, furnishing departments rising by 13:3 per cent. and 
hardware hy 5-6 per cent., while household pivce-goods fell by 
3-0 per cent. Appreciable advances were also recorded for 
sports and travel goods, 13-8 per cent., and fancy departments, 
12-9 per cent. 


STOCKS * 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks : The high level of sales at a 
time of stringency in supplies naturally tended to cause a reduc- 
tion in stocks. The fall in dress materials and boots and shoes to 
new low levels of 41 and 58 respectively is, therefore, less remark- 
able than the rise in the other two categories. Women’s wear 
rose by a further 4 points to 79, while men’s and boys’ wear, for 
which the February figure was the lowest on record, recovered 


by a single point to 68. 


Comparison with a Year Earlier : Total stocks were much lower 
than a year ago, the drop recorded being 16-9 per cent. for the 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less a sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 
































S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stocks 
Feb.- | At end of 
MARCH Mar. Mar. 
Class of merchandise —_—_——- — —————_ — a _- _—_—_—- 2 ers 
Midlands! South London- London-| Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland | North North and of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great Great 
Last West South England | and West | urban located*] Britain || Britain Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— | 
Grocery, provisions and | 
bakery ... bias vee + 4:8 + 8 + 7:7 5:2 81 5-4 4:3 6°5 | + 48 
Perishables 14-6 15:7 + 22-5 0-9 13-4 | 15-0 8-6 _ 8-8 + 6-1 
Sweets and tobacco 3-7 6-6 +- 18-0 2:8 6-2 75 4-5 12-6 8-3 + 96 
Café and restaurant 10:7 18-0 + 22-1 1 21-7 21-5 3-0 25-7 + 14-7 + 12-8 
Total-Food and perishablest t+ 45 + 93} + 86 + 7-4 9-5 + B+] 6-2 10-8 78 | |- 6-1 11-7 
Non-food merchandise :— 
Piece-goods t sl Si +- 15:7 + 23-7 | + 17:4 + 21:7 25-1 7-2 13-9 17-2 }+- 13-2 36-4 
(i) Household goods ... - O01 +- 30-0 16-5 + 16-0 25-1 V5 6-4 + 21 3-0 10-6 
(ii) Dress materials + 44-4 |- 33-5 21:3 + 25-8 24-3 24:5 + 7-7 + 25-9 + 23-3 52:8 
Women’s wear f ... sis 18-7 17:7 17:4 }- 18:8 18-9 + 21-8 75 51-4 20-4 + 17-1 12:1 
(i) Fashion ns + 25-8 }. 20-6 21-9 +- 20:4 18:8 27:7 2-8 a 255 +- 22:0 57 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s 24-9 14-9 17-2 + 13-2 18-3 21-3 4:5 + 16-9 + 17:8 5:3 
(iii) Fancy drapery... t+- 10-2 +- 12-6 + 10-3 12-2 + 13-9 8-4 1:3 10-7 79 22-2 
Men’s and boys’ wear... + 19-2 + 18-3 + 17:2 14-5 15-4 20-8 17-2 oa + 16-9 18:7 28-0 
Boots and shoes ... eye +. 14-6 + 17-6 19-7 + 17-6 18-4 13-8 22-0 + 25-9 20-4 13+] 26-0 
Furnishing departments... + 33 + 10-3 1-0 + 19-2 19-9 + 26°2 22°8 16-2 + 13°3 24°3 
Hardware nes ek + 18-5 + 86 11-6 + O-4 10:3 + 15-9 1-7 - 15 77 56 25-0 
Fancy departments we | +155 | + 20-1 | + 16-2 + 13-7 + 19-8 |} 13-6 14-4 ‘ 14-2 12-9 6-1 
Sports and travel ine + 65 + 36-2 27:2 +- 29-7 +. 43°7 + 30°3 + 8-7 6-7 16-2 13-8 12-7 
Misc. and unspecified... + 78 + 85 + 73 + 12-4 3:7 + 12-7 2°5 73 6:3 19-2 
Total—Non-food merchandise} + 15:1 + 15:3 | + 14-6 15-9 + 17-4 + 18-2 + 12-2 22-5 16:1 13-7 17-4 
ToTaL SALES—March... + 86 | + 11-8} + 11-4 10-3 12-2 + 14-8 79 19-3 11-1 
February—March Ae ie a ps eR ae Wee kee i | | 
Food and perishables Sa + 58 | + 761+ 60 + d9 77 33 | + 28 6:1 
Non-food merchandise 10-7 +- 13-3 12-5 14-0 16-7 15-7 + 98 + 13-7 
Total sales... nue | +76 1+ 99) + 89| + 84] +105 12-2) + 47 | os | + 91 
ToraL stocks—March — 143 | — 13-8 19-0 15-4 12-8 23-4 19-7 — 16-9 






































* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. 


+ Including a substantial quantity of goods 


for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
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country as a whole with district decreases ranging from 12-8 per 
cent. in the South of England to 23-4 per cent. in Central and 
West End London. Food and perishables stocks were down by 
11-7 per cent., this being a normal reduction since retailers were 
released last December from the obligation to maintain a full 
fortnight’s stock of certain important rationed goods. The fall 
for other merchandise was 17-4 per cent., this also being a normal 
reduction As in February, every category showed a decrease. 
Stocks of dress materails were less than half those of a year ago ; 
the decline recorded (52-8 per cent.) contributed largely to the 
fall of 36-4 per cent. for all piece-goods. The next heaviest was 
in men’s and boys’ wear, 28-0 per cent. Women’s wear showed 
a fall of 12-1 per cent., but for two of the sub-sections—-fashion 
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goods and girls’ and children’s wear, the reduction recorded was 
under 6 per cent. 


May 12, 1945 


Comparison with 1939 : The value of total stocks was 3 per cent. 
less than in March 1939; in terms of quantities the fall was of 
course very much greater. The small sample of food retailers 
reported a rise of 38 per cent., implying no great change in 
quantities if the sample is at all representative. Stocks of other 
merchandise were, however, down in value by 6 per cent. The 
reduction was heaviest in dress materiais, stocks of which now 
barely exceed half the value held in March 1939, and also in 
boots and shoes, which are down to less than two-thirds of the 
corresponding figure at that date. On the other hand, women’s 
wear, fancy goods and sports and travel goods still show some 
advance. 


Index Numbers of Sales and of Apparel Stocks 








© (Average for 1942 = 100) 
Sales Stocks (end of month) 
Month Household Non-food Dress Women’s Men’s and Boots _ 
Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 





1943- | 1944—| 1943-| 1944~-| 1943-| 1944-| 1943-/ 1944- 
44 45 44 45 ad 45 44 45 


1943- | 1944- || 1943- | 1944-| 1943- | 1944—| 1943-| 1944~-/1943-|1944- 
44 45 ||, 44 45 44 45 44 45 44 | 45 





July ...| 70 79 82 73 78 82 100 | 106 
August ... 71 117 84 75 82 | 102 101 110 
September | 115 | 113 84 82 | 106 | 107 100 | 105 
October... | 100 | 112 90 89 | 100 | 108 103 | 105 
November | 87 | 106 87 96 98 | 113 102 106 
December | 102 | 123 | 105 | 114 | 123 | 140 113 | 119 


January 68 74 85 81 78 82 100 | 103 
February | 107 ‘| 121 83 87 99 | 109 103 | 107 
March ... | 105 126 90 101 100 116 105 113 














91 96 || 102 79 112 94 117 | 100 | 76 | 84 
93 | 107 || 101 73 113 88 117 92 | 74 | 72 
102 | 106 94 67 105 85 113 88 | 72 | 68 
102 | 106 92 62 100 80 113 87 | 71 | 66 
100 | 109 91 58 98 81 116 89 | 75 | 66 
117 | 128 86 55 85 69 101 wa.) Wa) Oe 


91 95 89 58 84 73 102 74 | 81 | 69 
101 | 108 87 47 85 75 94 67 88 | 71 
103 | 114 88 41 90 79 94 68 | 78 | 58 


























April... | 112 93 104 109 107 84 90 96 80 

May ... | 100 89 99 11 105 81 91 101 78 

Juno ...| 82 80 86 111 101 80 97 101 79 

Yearly 11943 88 89 93 102 98 99 107 4110 79 
Averages i944] 102 87 101 107 105 75 86 93 75 





























TRADE PROSPECTS—continued from page 209 
industrialisation the forecasts are generally encouraging. 

The position of coal in relation to the Swedish market is dealt 
with in the following terms :— 

** Except in the case of coal there has not been any serious 
diversion to other sources of supply for goods previously 
imported from the United Kingdom, the position being that 
during the war Sweden has for the most part gone without 
such goods or relied on substitutes of local manufacture. But 
coal is an exception of real importance. As has been explained, 
Sweden had to turn for coal to Germany and, although the 
supplies which Sweden was able to obtain fell short of her 
requirements—less than 4 million tons in 1942 and less than 
5 million tons in 1943—the Swedish coal market hecame, as 
it were, a German monopoly. 

Coal is the key to any attempt to forecast the approximate 
value of the United Kingdom’s likely post-war trade with 
Sweden because, out of Sweden's annual total imports of coal, 
amounting to rather over 7 million tons a year on average 
before the war, the United Kingdom supplied nearly one-half 
and its value was, according to the Swedish official statistics, 
over £6-4 million in 1939, representing more than one-third 
of the total value (£17-7 million), of all Swedish imports from 
the United Kingdom. 

The question arises, therefore, whether the United Kingdom 
will be able to regain so large a volume of the coal trade in face 
of Sweden’s increasing development of hydro-electric power, 
of Germany’s increased hold upon the market for coal in 
Sweden and of the rise in price of United Kingdom coal since 
the outbreak of war. The opinion has been expressed in 
Swedish coal‘ trade circles that, if competition from Germany 
and Poland continues to be effective, the United Kingdom 
industry will have to adopt a central planning scheme covering 
all aspects of the trade, including handling in the United 
Kingdom, shipping to Sweden and selling in that country ; 
in default of such organisation it is felt that the United King- 
dom will stand little chance of recovering her former position.” 


Attention is drawn to the strength of competition likely to 
be encountered in textiles and machinery, the next largest im- 
ports after coal but it is pointed out that it is not possible to make 
any reliable forecast of future trade until the post war export 
capacity of Germany is known. There is, however, the asset of 
much goodwill between the United Kingdom and Sweden and 
it can be assumed that there will be a strong desire on the part 


of individual traders to improve Anglo-Swedish trade. 

A somewhat similar point is made in regard to Argentina 
where industrialisation has gone forward rapidly and where 
competition may be expected to be severe. Long-established 
Anglo-Argentine trade is based upon a mutual recognition of 
economic benefits and this should assist the United Kingdom 
when normal conditions return. Certain staple export lines may 
inevitably meet with set-backs, but there would appear to be 
opportunities for transport vehicles, rolling stock, motor vehicles, 
aeroplanes, ships and to a lesser extent chemicals and _ phar- 
maceuticals. 

Just as the future of Germany conditions all forecasts about 
the Swedish market, so Japan’s export capacity after the war 
will affect the course of the import trade of British East Africa. 
It is not possible either at this moment to say how far wartime 
diversion of supply may have a permanent effect upon the course 
of trade. 

The Review for Portugal in discussing the post-war market 
for United Kingdom goods stresses the need for special effort 
on the part of United Kingdom manufacturers to recover their 
former position despite their apparent initjal advantages : 


“With the return of peace and the removal of transport 
and other wartime impediments, Portugal will be anxious to 
replenish her stocks. Owing to reasonable geographical 
proximity and to close commercial ties the United Kingdom 
starts with definite advantages provided that she can offer 
merchandise on reasonably good delivery terms and at com- 
petitive prices: it must be borne in mind, however, that their 
low purchasing power precludes the greater part of the popula- 
sion from buying any but the cheaper classes of imported 
wares at present and that, where Portugal has succeeded in 
obtaining new sources of supply during the war, United 
Kingdom exporters may have to make special efforts in order 
to recover their former position.” 


Uruguay, despite the certain changes consequent upon the 
war which may result in more severe competition, appears to 
offer excellent post-war opportunities for United Kingdom 
imports but the Review calls attention to the needs for a close 
observance to the requirements of the market. 


These Reviews are obtainable fron H.M. Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller, Argentina and Portugal at 1s. each nett : 
British Rast Africa, Sweden and Uruguay, 6d. each nett. Subscrip- 
tion for the whole series of 26 countries is £1, delivered as published. 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method by which these statistics are compiled have been omitted ; 
the method was described in the Board of Trade Journal for 
February 10. 


LEADING FEATURES OF THIS MONTH'S FIGURES 


Sales : Home trade sales continued at a high level in March, 
being stimulated by the normal retail demand for Spring goods 
as well as by the special factor, which applied last year as well as 
this, of a coupon release on February 1. The value of retail sales 
of apparel in the two months was, however, much higher than 
last year, and this has been reflected in the wholesale figures. 
February was the month mostly affected when wholesale sales 
were the highest on record for any month. Sales in March were 
5 per cent. below February, but just exceeded those in March of 
last vear. The index, at 125, was 19 per cent. above the average 
for the preceding twelve months, the rise for women’s and child- 
ren’s wear being slightly greater, and that for men’s and boys’ 
wear rather less. Sales of the former were only 3 per cent. 
below those in February, whereas the decline for the other two 
categories (men’s and boys’ wear and dress materials) for which 
separate index numbers are compiled was 10 per cent. 
Compared with a year ago, total sales rose by 1-2 per cent. 
The most important category, women’s and children’s wear, 
showed a rather larger rise, 3-7 per cent., while no substantial 
change was recorded for men’s and boys wear. Furnishings rose 
by 25 per cent., while dress materials fell by nearly 13 per cent. 


Stocks : Total stocks fell further hy 9 per cent. between February 
and March, similar decreases being recorded for the two main 


sections. In meeting the high demand by retailers during the 


Index Numbers of 


past two months, wholesalers’ stocks have been run down to the 
lowest level yet recorded. 

Compared with a year earlier, the decline in total stocks 
amounted to 33-6 per cent. The biggest falls were recorded for 
the three main rationed categories, stocks of dress materials 
being only just over half those in March 1944; household piece- 
goods was the only important category to show a rise (8-6 per 
cent.). 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 














Sales Stocks at 
Class of Merchandise end of 
March | January to} March 
Marc 
Household piece-goods... i 100-9 105-7 108-6 
Dress materials ... eas wed 87-4 101-9 53-1 
Women’s and children’s wear... 103-7 111-3 64-2 
Gloves ... oe ota eee 85-7 85-2 82:3 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... 100-4 114-5 61-2 
Boots and shoes * ee = 102-4 105-5 65-2 
Furnishings ees eas soe 125-0 111-8 77:9 
Fancy departments 101-7 103-4 75-6 
Sports and travel * ae 116-6 107-4 97-6 
Miscellaneous... — a 91-3 88-4 101-8 
Total (including some items not 
allocated to classes) ... =" 101-2 109-2 66-4 














* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories, 
and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the country 
taken as a whole. 


Sales and Stocks * 


(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 







































































Total Home Trade Women’s and Men’s and Boys’ Wear t¢ Piece Goods ft 
Children’s Wear { (Dress Materials) 
Month ———|—_—-— imc a Ra Ae i a ll ia late 
Normal 
seasonal 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
movement tf 
SALEs * 

January... eee 55 78 82 70 88 75 79 69 90 75 62 52 68 96 | 120 93 | 116 
February ... se 80 116 | 110 | 121 | 131 | 116 | 108 | 125 | 1386 | 119 | 110 | 110 | 135 | 120 | 119 | 117 | 116 
March oe ose 119 118 | 107 | 124 | 125 | 119 | 108 | 127 | 132 | 118 | 102 | 121 | 122) 138 | 117 | 120} 105 
April eae ar 109 106 | 104 | 106 109 | 106 | 110 111 | 102 | 101 111 | 109 | 105 
May ae ‘es 106 99 97 | 109 97 95 | 112 105 99 | 108 112 | 107 | 117 
June jae ane 90 104 79 85 104 75 88 100 80 83 107 97 96 
July bbe dos 67 89 72 79 85 66 79 91 65 75 71 79 86 
August ove eve 71 90 75 | 106 89 77 | 110 82 69 | 110 85 67 95 
September ... ées 137 103 | 113 | 119 105 | 117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 91 98 97 
October ded i 138 118 | 111 | 127 124 | 115 | 133 115 | 110 | 132 97 99 | 105 
November ... ese 122 105 95 | 109 106 92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 79 86 
December ... wed 106 74 70 77 71 65 77 69 71 76 84 78 80 

Year - 100 100 | 93 | 103 100 | 92 | 105 100 | 91 | 101 100 | 97 | 100 

Stooks (at end of month)* 

January... see 95 108 | 112 | 121 90 | 104 | 116 | 130 96 | 113 | 114 | 144] 103 | 108 | 110 | 114 71 
February... a 107 103 | 111 | 116 | 79} 102 | 113 | 123 | 82] 111 | 119 | 143 | 89] 103] 114] 113 | 68 
March ~ eee 106 98 | 111 | 108 72 98 | 115 | 115 74 | 106 | 119 | 135 82 91 | 113 | 101 64 
April nibs ae 103 93 | 108 | 103 92 | 110 | 106 98 | 117 | 127 86 | 110 | 101 
May ai iv 99 94 | 108] 97 92 | 111 99 92 | 119 | 122 92 | 107] 9 
June ve si 94 95 | 112 | 103 95 | 117 | 105 93 | 133 | 127 89 | 104 | 97 
July _ doe 101 102 | 125 | 108 104 | 133 | 114 97 | 143 | 129 104 | 116 97 
August 111 105 | 127 99 107 | 136 | 102 103 | 147 | 115 103 | 120 94 
September ... soe 107 105 | 119 88 108 | 126 90 101 | 139 | 101 104 | 117 85 
October ile ove 101 99 | 113 80 100 | 119 79 95 | 136 92 104 | 113 79 
November ... ive 95 96 | 111 80 96 | 118} 81 90 | 133 | 90 108 | 112 | 79 
December ... a 81 102 } 111 85 102 | 120} 88 101 | 134 | 99 108 | 105 | 78 

Year ees 100 100 | 114} 99 100 | 119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 100 | 112 | 94 
























































* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks; the figures are not corrected for changes 


in prices. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 


t Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Nore: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


General Apparel and Textiles: The Board of Trade after con- 
sultation with the Central Price Regulation Committee have 
made the following Orders dealing with prices and charges for 
non-utility cloth, clothing and household goods. These Orders 
replace the existing General Apparel and Cloth and General 
Household Textiles and Bedding (Maximum Prices and Charges) 
Orders. For general convenience a series of Orders has been 
made dealing separately with different sections of the trade. 

The General Apparel and Textiles (Manufacturers’ Maximum 
Prices and Charges) Order deals with manufacturers’ prices and 
the charges to be made for making up on commission. The 
General Apparel and Textiles (Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ 
Maximum Prices and Charges) Order contains provisions re- 
garding distributors’ margins. These Orders apply to all non- 
utility apparel and textiles which are not the subject of separate 
Orders fixing cash maximum prices or of Orders relating to 
individual classes of goods. In general the Orders repeat the 
provisions of the revoked Orders, but where changes have been 
made, or further classes of goods covered, these are referred to in 
the note overleaf. 

The Sewing Cotton and Threads (Maximum Prices) Order fixes 
in cash the maximum prices any trader may charge for sewing 
cottons, embroidery, mending and darning threads of the descrip- 
tions in the Schedule. These prices are in some cases slightly 
above the existing prices. (The prices of cottons not mentioned 
in the Schedule are subject to the General Apparel and Textiles 
Orders). 

The Hemming (Maximum Charges) Order fixes the charges to 
be made by hemmers for making up goods on commission. For a 
number of items maximum charges are set out in two Schedules, 
the first applying to England, Scotland and Wales, and the second 
to Northern Ireland. The general provisions regarding the charges 
for making-up articles which are not schedules are, as far as 
Northern Ireland is concerned, those fixed last November, but 
for the rest of the United Kingdom are now increased to 25 per 
cent. above the June 1942 charges. 

These [Orders which came into operation on May 14 are 
to be known as the General Apparel and Textiles (Manufac- 
turers’ Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 443, price 2d.). The General Apparel and Textiles 
(Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ Maximum Prices and Charges) 
Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 444, price 2d.). The Sewing 
Cottons and Threads (Maximum Prices) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 446, price 2d.) and the Hemming (Maximum Charges) 
Order (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 445, price 3d.). 

The General Apparel and Textiles (Manufacturers’ Maximum 
Prices and Charges) Order, 1945, and the General Apparel and 
Textiles (Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ Maximum Prices and 
Charges) Order, 1945, apply to the goods previously covered by 
the General Apparel and Cloth (Maximum Prices and Charges) 
and the General Household Textiles and Bedding (Maximum 
Prices and Charges) Orders with certain additions. 

The Manufacturers’ Order applies to apparel (which includes 
all non-utility clothing and accessories and other haberdashery), 
fabrics (unless made mainly of jute, hard hemp, or asbestos), 
mattresses and all other textile articles (whether or not con- 
taining stuffing) of a kind used for domestic purposes. It also 
fixes the maximum charges for persons making up these goods 
on commission. Goods made to direct Government contracts or 
goods which are the subject of other orders fixing manufacturers’ 
prices are not covered by this Order. It therefore, does not 
apply to utility goods, wool yarn and wool cloth, cotton cloths 
covered by Orders made by the Ministry of Supply, narrow 
fabrics, woven wool blankets, knitting yarns, casein knitting 
pins and certain miscellaneous haberdashery items and sewing 
cotton and threads. Charges to be made for commission 
hemming and for all commission processes concerned with the 
production of wool yarn and cloth are fixed by separate Orders. 

In general the provisions of the existing Orders are repeated, 
but the following are the principal changes which have been 
made. 

1. Maximum prices for certain goods which were previously 
fixed by Related Price Lists, are now subject to the general 
provisions of the Order. 

2. Manufacturers’ maximum prices for men’s woven under- 
wear and nightwear, overalls, pinafores and aprons, and men’s 
felt hats are now calculated by the addition to total cost of per- 
centage margins of 5, 4 and 7} respectively. 

3. Manufacturers’ percentage margins on shirts and on gloves 
(other than gloves which the manufacturer has made up for him 
on commission) have been increased from 4 to 5 and from 4 to 6 
respectively. ® 


4. Commission makers-up’s maximum charges for these and 
for various other goods (which are specified in a Schedule) in- 
cluding children’s outerwear and headwear, oilskin garments, 
shirts and braces, are now computed by the addition to cost of the 
appropriate net margin (also shown in the Schedule). 

5. Where the amount a manufacturer pays for having goods 
made up on commission has been increased by reason of the 
Hemming (Maximum Charges) Order, he may now add the 
amount of the increase to his June 1942 price. 

6. Millinery has been excluded from the Order and manu- 
facturers’ prices are accordingly no longer limited to the June 
1942 prices. It should be noted, however, that distributors’ 
margins are stil] applicable. 

The Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ Order applies to all the goods 
covered by the Manufacturers’ Order and to certain goods not 
included there, among them woo] cloth, millinery and narrow 
fabrics. The provisions regarding margins and those relating to 
rounding and to discount are unaltered. The wording of the 
provisions regarding composite businesses has been simplified 
but the ‘provisions are unchanged. As the fixing of maximum 
prices by means of Related Price Lists has been discontinued 
prices for the goods previously covered by the Lists are now 
computed under the general provisions of the Order. 


* 


Utility Apparel: The Board of Trade, after consultation with 
the Central Price Regulation Committee, have issued the Utility 
Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (No. 3) Order, 1945 
(S..R. & O. 1945 No. 435, price 1d.), which will be on sale on 
May 15 and comes into operation on May 22, 1945. 

This Order substitutes for Related Schedules Nos. 24 (Men’s, 
youths’ and boys’ shirts, underwear and nightwear), 6 and the 
Supplement thereto (Knitted apparel, other than gloves) and 
7 and the Supplement thereto (Infants’ and girls’ apparel) new 
Related Schedules numbered 28 (price 3d.), 64 (price 11d.) and 
7A (price 7d.) respectively. 

Yelated Schedules No. 28 and 6a contain new ceiling prices 
for wholesalers and retailers which take account of alterations 
already made in the manufacturers’ ceiling prices for garments 
of these types. The principal changes are :— 

(1) Related Schedule 2B 

(a) Most of the ceiling prices have been raised because of an 
increase in manufacturers’ prices on account of higher costs. 

(b) Prices for garments made from a number of new cloths 
have been added. 


(2) Related Schedule 6A 

Ceiling prices for a number of new specifications have been 
added. 
(3) Related Schedule 7A fixes for the first time distributors’ 
ceiling prices for infants’ and girls’ utility apparel marked C.P. 
(other than knitted apparel and gloves) following the fixing last 
year of manufacturers’ ceiling prices for these garments. The 
Related Schedule and Supplement which it supersedes contained 
distributors’ prices for only a few items, the manufacturers’ 
ceiling prices of which had been fixed in advance of the rest. 
Those items, including nursery squares of all kinds, which have 
been carried forward from the previous schedule and supplement 
are distinguished by being placed in square brackets. 


* 


War Damage Insurance: The Board of Trade announce that the 
issue of policies of insurance under the Commodity Insurance 
Scheme, the Business Scheme (including the Farming Scheme) 
and the Private Chattels Scheme has ceased. Current policies 
will remain operative until their dates of expiry. 


* 


Rubber Footwear : The Board of Trade, after consultation with 
the Central Price Regulation Committee, have made the Rubber 
Footwear (Maximum Prices) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 
No. 447, price 2d.), which comes into operation on May 14, 1945. 
This Order covers new rubber footwear (including sub-standard) 
and reconditioned Government surplus rubber boots, which 
will be marked G.S.S.R. 

The maximum prices for new rubber footwear, set out in 
Part I of the Schedule to the Order, are those at present in force 
under the General Footwear Order, 1943, contained in Related 
Price Lists Nos. 1, 5, 9, 11, 12 and 16. The new Order merely 
sets out these prices in extenso, without making any changes, 
except that maximum prices are now provided for a few types 
of rubber footwear which were not in production at the time 
that the General Footwear Order, 1943, was made. 
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The Schedule of maximum prices for new rubber footwear, 
covering both home manufactured and imported footwear, is 
given in a Schedule to the Order. 

The Order also provides that in respect of sub-standard foot- 
wear, which will be so marked, the scheduled prices shall he 
reduced by 15 per cent. at all stages of sale. 

The maximum prices for re-conditioned Government surplus 
rubber bouts, which are set out in Part II of the Schedule to 
the Order, are as follows :— 





Manufacturers’ 
maximum price 
(exclusive of 
Purchase Tax 
where charge- 
able) on a sale 


to a wholesaler. | (b 


(a) Manufacturers’ maximum 


price (exclusive of Pur- 
chase Tax where charge- 
able) on a sale otherwise 
than to a wholesaler or 
retail customer. 

Wholesalers’ maximum 


Maximum price 
(inclusive of 
Purchase Tax) 
on a sale to a 
retail customer. 


Rubber Footwear marked G.S.S.R. 


Part IT 





Column 1 


Column 2 


Column 3 





Manufacturers’ 
maximum price 
(exclusive of 
Purchase Tax 
where charge- 
able) on a sale 
to a wholesaler. 


(a) Manufacturers’ maximum 
price (exclusive of Pur- 
chase Tax where charge- 
able) on a sale otherwise 
than to a wholesaler or 
retail customer. 

(b) Wholesalers’ maximum 
price (exclusive of Pur- 
chase Tax where charge- 
able) on a sale otherwise 
than to a retail customer. 


Maximum price 
(inclusive of 
Purchase Tax) 
on a sale to a 
retail customer. 


20 1] 





~— 


price (exclusive of Pur- 
chase Tax where charge- 
able) on a sale otherwise 
than to a retail customer. 
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12 3 14 0 20 11 
SCHEDULE 
Part I 
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 
PE) YQ ge e 
Sq |Satee |) 
ge |838us “ 
Bo «|BSe.e |g 
as g2°5 o | a a 
ss \gezea | 3 
aa 6«|aBES* | Be 
a5 Ae6.8 55 
BY, a Bee a AS 
y & SELES «a 
Description 38 £2¢ 25 Ss 
Be RF 39s. Pa 
5.4 Byseee Bo 
ge nena s a. 
ai Spas os! aS 
si” |eistet| 3 
ES E gteg 83 
oa 
ehg |S629,¢) = 
E35 |BSecs¢ as 
SS. S,ta ° 3 
See |aske,s) 88 
age, |=as-23) 5 
Seslilisssessl] 24 
INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL s. d s. d s. d 
RvuBBER Boots 
Rubber boots with plain soles 
(textile or all-rubber legs) :— 
Boys’ and women’s knee 
length see 14 10 16 11 25 3 
Men’s knee length 15 11 18 3 27 3 
Three-quarter length Storm. 
king ‘ot, 4 27 10 41 7 
Full thigh hip length 27 5 3l 3 46 8 
Rubber boots with cleated soles 
(textile or all-rubber legs) :— 
Boys’ and women’s knee 
leng th eo vee 15 9 18 0 26 11 
Men’s knee le ngth ox 17 0 19 5 29 0 
Three-quarter —— Storm- 
king 5 25 11 29 7 44 2 
Fisherman’s " three- quarter 
length Stormking aes 
with the latter F) .. 26 11 30 9 46 0 
Full thigh hip length me 28 11 33 1 49 5 
Rubber boots with wooden soles :— 
Knee length ... 25 0 28 7 38 2 
Rubber boots with leather soles and 
heels :— 
Knee length ... ‘ at 41 4 47 3 70 7 
Three-quarter length | oie 50 3 57 5 85 9 
Full thigh hip length 53 3 60 11 90 11 
Rubber soled boots fitted with steel 
hobs and digging <a — 
Kuee length ... : ab 44 4 50 8 75 9 
Three-quarter length | ‘ins 54 1 61 9 92 
Full thigh hip length fen 60 4 69 0 103 1 
Ankle length lumber or farm boots 
(laced) with plain soles :— 
Boys’ and women’s ... - 13 4 15 3 22 9 
Men’s ... 14 6 16 6 24 8 
Ankle length lumber or farm boots 
(laced) with cleated soles :— 
Boys’ and women’s ... wii 14 7 16 9 24 11 
Men’s ... os 15 8 17 11 26 9 
Juvenile Wellingtons : “ 
Children’s, sizes 6-9 ie 7 8 8 9 1: 8 
Misses’ » 10-3 ee 8 6 9 9 13 0 
Boys’ » 4-6 eos 9 0 10 4 13 9 

















New Linoleum and Floorcloth Order : The Board of Trade, after 
consultation with the Central Price Regulation Committee, have 
made a new Linoleum and Floorcloth (Maximum Prices and 
Charges) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 441, price 4d.) which 
came into operation on May 14, 1945, and replaces the existing 
Order. This Order fixes manufacturers’ and retailers’ maximum 
prices for new production of jute-backed linoleum, and extends 
the existing Schedule for substitute linoleum to provide maxi- 
mum prices for additional lines in colours other than brown, 
sheet marble, and a first quality Jaspe backed and unbacked. 
It also lays down maximum prices for three qualities of printed 
felt base. 

Maximum prices permitted for manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers for all linoleum, whether jute-backed or substitute, and 
for printed felt base covered by the Order are calculated in the 
following way. 

Manufacturer: The manufacturer's maximum price is the 
relevant amount in the Schedules, less 19 per cent. on sales to 
wholesalers who carry stocks and who conduct a regular selling 
organisation for supplying the retail trade, and less 10 per cent. 
on sales to other w holesalers and to retailers. 

Wholesaler : The maximum price to be charged by a wholesaler 
who carries stocks and conducts a regular selling organisation for 
supplying the retail trade is : 

(a) on a sale otherwise than to a retail customer, the price 
paid to the manufacturer, by the first purchaser, plus 173 per 
cent. 

(b) on sale to a retail customer, the relevant amount shown in 
column 3 of the Schedules, plus Purchase Tax. 

The maximum price to be charged by a wholesaler not con- 
forming to the above description is : 

(a) on a sale otherwise than to a retail customer, the price paid 
to the manufacturer by the first purchaser, plus 6 per cent. ; 

(b) on a sale to a retail customer, the relevant amount shown in 
the Schedules, plus Purchase Tax. 

Retailer: The retailer's maximum price is the relevant price 
shown in the Schedules, plus Purchase Tax. 

A Cash or settlement discount must also be given on all sales 
except those to a retail customer. 


* 
Cotton Bunting— Red, White and Blue: Under a General 
Licence (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 500) which the Board of Trade have 
issued, traders may, until the end of May 1945 supply coupon 
free to retail customers cotton bunting in red, white and blue or 
any of these colours at a price not exceeding Is. 3d. per square 


yard. The material must conform to the following specification : 
Weare: Plain weave. 
Weight: The maximum weight per square yard not to 


exceed 1-8 ounces. 
Construction ; Maximum ends per inch 60. 
a THERA? 5. 55 OO: 
No coupon or material replacement will be available for traders. 
In the special circumstances now existing, copies of the 
licence may not be on sale for some days. 


* 
Women’s Strip Sandals : With reférence to the notice in the 
Board of Trade Journal, April 28, 1945, page 188, the final word 
should read ‘ renewed ’* and not removed as therein stated. 


* 


Control of Willow Rods and Willow Sticks: The Minister of 
Supply has made the Control of Willow Rods and Willow Sticks 
(No. 4) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 469, price 1d.) removing 
as from May 7, 1945, the prohibition imposed by the Control of 
Willow Rods and Willow Sticks (No. 2) Order, 1943 (see Board of 
Trade Journal, January 16, 1943, page 22), upon the production 
of baskets, etc., containing willow rods or willow sticks. 
Basketmakers are asked to continue to give priority to orders 
in fulfilment of Government contracts and to baskets required for 
industrial and trade purposes. 
Continued on page 219 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 


BARBADOS 


Increased Duty on Tobacco and Snuff: H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner in Trinidad reports the following increased duties on 
tobacco and snuff :— 


Former Duty New Duty 


Item Article British British 

No. Prefer- | General} Prefer- |General 
ential | Tariff | ential | Tariff 
Tariff Tariff 
on eee a oe ee 


93 | Tobacco and snuff : 
(a) Unmanufactured : 
Tobacco leaf un- 


stemmed per Ib. 5 8 5 8 9 5 9 5 
Tobacco leaf 
stemmed per lb. 7-2 7 2328 Oirh =D 


(6) Manufactured :— 
(i) Tobacco :— 
Plug, stick or 
twist per lb. 4 


5 1 5 0 5 6 
Cigarettes perlb. | 11 0} 1: 


aw or 
_ 
— 


0 16 0 
Other kinds (ex- 
cept cigars and 
cheroots) per Ib. 6 5 ee 7 0 8 3 


(ii) Cigars and 
cheroots per lb. > 1143 6142-1716: 6 
(c) Snuff .. per lb. j : 

















BRAZIL 


Customs Tariff Modifications : Corrections: With reference to 
the notice in the Board of Trade Journal, April 28, 1945 (pages 
190-192), regarding modifications in the rates of duty on woollen 
goods specified in Class 6 of the Brazilian Customs Tariff, the 
following corrections should be noted :— 

Tariff No. 133. Raw wool: both common and fine: The 
former rate of duty should read 2-80 cruzeiros per kilo gross 
instead of 1-40. 

Tariff No. 137. Single woollen yarn of one or more ply 
or ends for weaving or darning, with or without cotton mixture : 
the former rates of duty should read : 

Raw or bleached : 9-20 cruzeiros per kilo legal instead of 

4-60. 

Dyed. coloured or printed ; 11-40 cruzeiros per kilo legal 

instead of 5-70. 

Tariff No. 139. Rugs and carpets: Pile, without a backing, 
lining or foundation of coarse cotton, linen or hessian fabric : 
the former rate of duty should read 31-20 eruzeiros per kilo nett 
instead of 13-20. 

Tariff No. 151: Girths: The new rate of duty should read 
31-20 cruzeiros per kilo legal instead of 31-30. 


* 


FIJI 


Import Restrictions : The “ Fiji Royal Gazette” of February 9 
contains a copy of a notice dated February 1, which reads as 
follows :— 

‘“* Open leave and licence is hereby granted in respect of the 
following goods : 

(a) Goods defined in Schedule 1 to the Customs Duties 
Ordinance, 1928, Items numbered 5, 9, 10a, 11, 12, 12a, 13, 14, 
14a, 16, 17, 18, 20, 29, 34, 36, 43, 46, 49, 55, 57, 69, 76, 89, 
93, 98, 101, 102, 104, 108, 111, 120, 123, 124, 127, 130, 131, 
132, 140, 141, 144, 152, 166, 167, 171 and 175. 

(b) Goods in transit or imported for transhipment over- 
seas 5 

(c) Articles entered out through the Customs Department 
for repairs, or as samples, when re-imported, 


(d) Goods for the personal use of the addressee and not ex- 
ceeding a value of £F5, provided that the Comptroller of 
Customs may, at his discretion, determine that more than one 
parcel addressed to the same or several persons may be treated 
as a single parcel. 

(e) Goods imported by Government and entered for Customs 
purposes by the Government Storekeeper. 

(f) Printed letter heads and other stationery for use of the 
importer and not for sale.” 

Open leave and licence issued on August 8, 1944, details of 
which were published in the Board of Trade Journal, December 9 
1944 (page 457) is cancelled. 


* 


NORTHERN RHODESIA 


Import Restrictions : A supplement to the Northern Rhodesia 
Government Gazette of March 9 contains a copy of Open General 
Licence No. 1 of 1945 issued by the Controller of Imports which 
is reproduced below :—- 


OpEN GENERAL Import LicENcE No. 1 or 1945 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by section 5 of 
the Exports and Imports (Emergency Powers) Ordinance, 1939, 
as amended by the Exports and Imports (Emergency Powers) 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1941, and Proclamation No. 4 of 1941, 
I hereby declare Open General Import Licence No. 3 of 1941 
(published as Government Notice No. 248 of 194] and amended 
by Government Notices Nos. 95 of 1942, 152 of 1942, 173 of 1942, 
262 of 1942, 36 of 1944 and 227 of 1944) to be cancelled with 
effect from the date of publication of this Notice and I hereby 
authorise the importation into the Territory of the following 
goods under the conditions hereunder set out : 

(1) Bone meal! for use as cattle fodder, in bulk. 

(2) Fodder: chaff, hay, lucerne, oat-hay, oil-cake and other 
fodder. 

(3) Packing and lagging: for engines, machinery or piping. 

(4) Anti-friction and lubricating grease. 

5) Motor spirit. 

6) Oils lubricating. 

7) Oils mineral : illuminating, fuel and power. 

8) Oils mineral: transformer and transil. 

9) Books and printed music, newspapers and periodicals. 

(10) Films cinematograph : excluding blank film. 

(11) Scientific apparatus and instruments; such as are 
admissible under item 327 of the Customs Tariff. 

(12) Surgical and dental instruments and appliances ; such as 
are admissible under item 329 (1) of the Customs Tariff. 

(13) Spare parts, but not accessories, for : 

(a) Radio apparatus. 

(6) Typewriters: but not including typewriter ribbons. 

(c) Clocks and watches : but not including cases therefor. 
(14) Spare parts, but not accessories, for : 

(a) Motor vehicles. 

(6) Machinery and machines, except single furrow ploughs 
weighing less than 100 Ibs. 

(15) Sugar and salt manufactured in and consigned from 
Portuguese East Africa for consumption in the Eastern Province. 

(16) Paper and cardboard and manufactures thereof, being 
goods such as are admissible under items 282, 285, 287 and 295 
of the Customs Tariff and printed tissue, wrapping and grease- 
proof paper, serviettes and sunshades admissible under item 
293 (1) of the Customs Tariff : provided that not less than 75 per 
centum of the factory or works cost thereof in its finished state 
is due to expenditure on material grown or produced and/or 
labour performed in the British Empire other than Canada. 

(17) Goods arriving in the Territory consigned in transit 
through the Territory to a destination outside the Territory. 

(18) Used personal and household effects of persons arriving 
within the Territory. 

(19) Motor vehicles of persons arriving to reside in the Terri- 
tory and motor vehicles admitted by the Comptroller of Customs 
as temporary importations by visitors. 

(20) Goods imported by any Government Department. 

(21) Stores imported by or on behalf of His Majesty’s Forces. 

(22) Commercial Travellers’ samples. 

(23) Any bona fide, unsolicited gift not exceeding 11 Ibs. in 
weight nor exceeding £2 in value. 

(24) Second-hand apparel imported from the Belgian Congo. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS—continued 

(25) Goods, being goods imported by a person for private use, 
which the Comptroller of Customs may at his discretion permit 
to be imported. 

26) Goods (other than such goods as are hereunder enume- 
rated as exceptions) shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller 
of Customs to have been grown, produced or manufactured in 
Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Tanganyika 
Territory, Bechuanaland, Swaziland or Basutoland. Exceptions 
(which require import licences) : 

(i) Motor vehicles (other than those exempted under item 19 
of this licence), 

(ii) Paper and cardboard and manufactures thereof (other 
than paper bags, wrapping and grease-proof paper manufac- 
tured in Southern Rhodesia) not exempted under item 16 of 
this licence, " 

(iii) Potatoes, other than seed potatoes and potatoes being 
the produce of Nyasaland and Tanganyika, 

(iv) Pearl barley, loose, in the grain, excluding patent 
barley, 

(v) Powdered milk, excluding proprietary brands of infants’ 
foods, 

(vi) Tinned fish of the following varieties : 

(a) Salmon, Red, Grade 1, 
(b) Salmon, ‘‘ Chum,” Grade 2, 
(c) Salmon, Grade 3. 
(vii) Tinned meats of the following varieties : 
(a) Sheep, lamb, and pork tongues, 
(b) Roast beef, 
(c) Corned mutton, 
(d) Pork and soya links, 
(¢) Pork sausages, 
(f) Beef sausages, 

(viii) Toothbrushes. 

(27) Goods (other than such goods as are hereunder enume- 
rated as exceptions) shown to the satisfaction of the Comp- 
troller of Customs to have been grown, produced or manufac- 
tured in the Union of South Africa. 

Exceptions (which require import licences) : 

(i) Motor vehicles (other than those exempted under item 19 
of this licence), 

(ii) Paper and cardboard and manufactures thereof (other 
than paper bags, wrapping and greaseproof paper) not ex- 
empted under item 16 of this licence, 

(iii) Potatoes, other than seed potatoes, 

(iv) Pearl barley, loose, in the grain, excluding patent 
barley, 

(v) Powdered milk, excluding proprietary brands of infants’ 
foods, 

(vi) Tinned fish of the following varieties : 

(2) Salmon, Red, Grade 1, 
(6) Salmon, ‘‘ Chum,” Grade 2, 
(ec) Salmon, Grade 3, 

(vii) Tinned meats of the following varieties : 
(t) Sheep, lamb, and pork tongues, 
(b) Roast beef, 

(“) Corned mutton, 
(d) Pork and soya links, 
(e) Pork sausages, 
(f) Beef sausages, 
(viii) Toothbrushes. 


(28) Goods (other than such goods as are hereunder enume- 
rated as exceptions) grown, produced or manufactured in any 
part of the British Empire (except Canada and those countries 
already specified in items 26 and 27 of this licence) and which 
the Comptroller of Customs is satisfied qualify for the British 
Empire Preferential Rebate. 

Exceptions (which require import licences) : 

A. (i) Motor vehicles (other than those exempted under 
item 19 of this licence), 

(ii) Paper and cardboard and manufactures thereof, except 
such as are exempted under item 16 of this licence, 

(iii) Aluminium and manufactures thereof, 

(iv) Iron and steel, unmanufactured ; and iron and steel 
products, semi-manufactured as set out in the Schedule to this 
licence, 

(v) Ales, wines, liqueurs, and non-potable spirits, excluding 
medicina] and toilet preparations (all items in Class II of the 
Customs Tariff with exception of items 49, 50 (c) and (d) 
and 51), 

(vi) Furs, 

(vii) Metal bedsteads and other metal furniture, 

_ (viii) Fancy lamp shades and fancy fittings for lamps. 

(ix) Joinery, such as is enumerated in item 272 of the 
Customs Tariff, 

(x) Wood, unmanufactured; and ceiling and flooring 
boards, planed, tongued and grooved, 

(xi) Cups, medals and trophies for presentation, excluding 
such as are admissible under item 301 (c) of the Customs 
Tariff, 
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(xii) Gold and silver plate and gold and silver-plated ware, 

(xiii) Jewellery and imitation jewellery, 

(xiv) Musical instruments, 

(xv) Church furniture as enumerated in item 316 of the 
Customs Tariff, 

(xvi) Pulpboard for building purposes, 

(xvii) Pearl barley, loose, in the grain, excluding patent 
barley, 

(xviii) Powdered milk, excluding proprietary brands of 
infants’ foods, 

(xix) Tinned fish of the following varieties : 

(a) Salmon, Red, Grade 1, 
(b) Salmon, *‘ Chum,” Grade 2, 
(c) Salmon, Grade 3, 
(xx) Tinned meats of the following varieties : 
(a) Sheep, lamb, and pork tongues, 
(b) Roast beef, 
(c) Corned mutton, 
(d) Pork and soya links, 
(e) Pork sausages, 
(f) Beef sausages, 

(xxi) Toothbrushes. 

Further exceptions in respect of goods imported direct frem 
the United Kingdom and Kire : 

B. (i) Butter and butter substitutes, 

(ii) Chicory, 

(iii) Rice and rice flour, 

(iv) Fish, fresh or frozen and preserved, 

(v) Farina, such as is enumerated in items 2! (6) and 42 
of the Customs Tariff, 

(vi) Fruit, dried, 

(vii) Lard, 

(viii) Bacon and ham, 

(ix) Corned beef, 

(x) Meat, salt or pickled, 

(xi) Milk, 

(xii) Peas and beans and other leguminous seeds including 
groundnuts; dried, ground, or otherwise prepared or pre- 
served, 

(xiii) Tapioca, sago and arrowroot, 

(xiv) Oil: linseed, groundnut, soya bean, olive, palm- 
kernel, cotton-seed and coconut; and edible vegetable oils 
generally. 

(29) Goods, imported from duty paid stocks in the Union of 
South Africa excluding such goods, other than paper bags, 
wrapping and greaseproof paper, as are specified in items (i), 
(ii) and (v) and (xvii) to (xxi) in Exception A to item 28 of this 
licence and excluding such further exceptions as are enumerated 
below : 

Further exceptions (which require import licence) : 

(i) Potatoes, other than seed potatoes. 

(30) Goods, imported from duty paid stocks in Southern 
Rhodesia, excluding such goods, other than paper bags, wrapping 
and greaseproof paper, as are specified in items (i). (ii) and (v) 
and (xvii) to (xxi) in Exception A to item 28 of this licence and 
excluding such further exceptions as are enumerated below : 

Further exceptions (which require import licence) : 

(i) Potatoes, other than seed potatoes. 

(31) In this licence the expression “ British Empire” has the 
same meaning as in the Customs and Excise Regulations. 

This licence shall come into force on the date of its publication 
in the Gazette and may be modified or revoked at any time by the 
Controller of imports. 


SCHEDULE 
Semi-manufactured Iron and Steel Products 


Ingots, billets, blooms and slabs (excluding shells steel), 

Plates, medium plates, angles, channels, tees, joists, piling 
sections, other sectional materials, rounds, rods, squares, bexa- 
gons, flats, other sections and shapes (whether black or bright). 

Rails, sleepers, fish-plates, sole-plates, sheets coated and un- 
coated less than three millimetres (including galvanised lead 
coated R.P.M. and cellactite sheets). 

Tin plates (including tinned sheets), terne plates (including 
terne sheets), black plates (including silver finished plates). 

Steel tubes and pipes (including imported hollows). 

Hoops, strips (whether coated or uncoated and whether hot or 
cold rolled). Tyres, axles and wheels. 

Steel castings, forgings and stampings. 

Colliery archings, and accessories therefor and pit-props. 

Steel bolts, nuts, screw-studs, washers, rivets and screws. 

Railway springs (whether laminated or coiled) and buffers. 

Wire rods, coated or uncoated wire (whether plain or barbed), 
wire rope, wire strands, wire netting, wire chain links fencing, 
wire mesh, wire nails (excluding boot and shoe grindery), wire 
staples (excluding machine staples). 

Constructiona! steel, whether fabricated or not, for inclusion 
in structure of a building. 

Pig and foundry iron, iron castings and wrought iron. 
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Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics 


BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook : Calcutta, May 1. The Department 
of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics reports as follows on 
the crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, April 14. The sowing, transplanting and harvesting 
of paddy and sugarcane are progressing. 

Orissa, April 23. Summer paddy is progressing. Standing 
crops, including sugarcane and tobacco, are generally thriving. 

Punjab, April 23. Standing crops have been adversely affected 
in the Sialkot and Shahpur districts. The expected yield of 
standing crops is generally average to good on irrigated areas, 
except in South-east Punjab where it is under average on un- 
irtigated tracts. 

Bengal, April 18. Standing crops are favourable. Sowing of 
jute, Aus and Aman paddy are progressing. 

Assam, April 23. Prospects of outturn are fair to good. 

Central Provinces and Berar, April 20. Threshing and winnow- 
ing of rabi are continuing. Preparation for the next kharif crop 
is progressing. 


CANADA 


Domestic Exports in February : The value of Canada’s domestic 
merchandise exports in February last amounted to 236,364,000 
dollars as compared with 227,168,000 dols. in the corresponding 
month of 1944, an advance of 4 per cent., states “‘Commercial 
Intelligence Journal” issued by the Department of Trade and 
Commerce, Ottawa. For the first two months of the current 
year the value was 466,862,000 dols. as against 469,180,000 dols. 
in the similar period of 1944, a minor reduction of 2,318,000 dols. 
February exports to countries of the British Empire declined to 
104,236,000 dols. from 105,486,000 dols. a year earlier, whereas 
the total for shipments to foreign countries advanced to 
132,128,000 dols. from 121,682,000 dols. 

Chief Exports. Among the commodities exported in February, 
the value for planks and boards advanced to 6,621,000 dols. 
from 4,990,000 dols. in February 1944 ; wood-pulp to 7,617,000 
dols. from 7,257,000 dols.; newsprint paper to 11,852,000 dols. 
from 11,342,000 dols.; motor vehicles and parts to 34,211,000 
dols. from 30,315,000 dols. and wheat flour to 6,799,000 dols. 
from 5,301,000 dols. Exports of wheat declined to 9,265,000 
dols. from 28,484,000 dols.; meats to 11,351,000 dols. from 
20,236,000 dols., and fishery products to 4,405,000 dols. from 
4,489,000 dols. The following were other principal commodities 
exported in February, figures for February 1944 being shown 
within parenthesis :—fruits, 1,044,000 dols. (501,000 dols.) ; 
vegetables, 2,965,000 dols. (778,000 dols.); alcoholic beverages, 
2,370,000 dols. (1,660,000 dols.) ; seeds, 1,420,000 dols. (534,000 
dols.); eggs, 1,938,000 dols. (882,000 dols.); cotton and pro- 
ducts, 1,308,000 dols. (744,000 dols.); wool and products, 
1,137,000 dols. (1,683,000 dols.); farm implements, 1,525,000 
dols. (1,204,000 dols.); machinery, other than farm, 1,949,000 
dols. (1,216,000 dols.). 

Destination of Exports. The United States was the chief 
export market in February, the value of commodities sent to that 
country amounting to 91,518,000 dols. as compared with 
91,650,000 dols. in February 1944. Exports to the United 
Kingdom were valued at 67,451,000 dols., having declined from 
the February 1944 total of 78,184,000 dols. Exports to British 
India advanced to 22,080,000 dols. from 12,144,000 dols. a year 
earlier, to Italy to 19,234,000 dols. from 4,921,000 dols., while 
the total to Egypt declined to 5,016,000 dols. from 6,939,000 
dols. 

Exports to other leading countries in February were as follows, 
totals for February 1944, being shown within parenthesis :— 
France, 4,014,000 dols. (nil); the Soviet Union, 4,602,000 dols. 
(6,490,000 dols.); Australia, 3,521,000 dols. (4,197,000 dols.) ; 
British South Africa, 2,156,000 dols. (2,205,000 dols.); New 
Zealand, 1,753,000 dols. (1,320,000 dols.); Newfoundland, 
1,532,000 dols. (2,650,000 dols.); Switzerland, 1,228,000 dols. 
(510,000 dols.); French Possessions, 1,165,000 dols. (1,100,000 
dols.); Trinidad and Tobago, 840,000 dols. (1,059,000 dols.) ; 
Eire, 766,000 dols. (562,000 dols.); Ceylon, 721,000 dols. 
(498,000 dols.) ; and Jamaica, 715,000 dols. (391,000 dols.). 


IRISH FREE STATE 


Foreign Trade in 1944 : Trade statistics compiled by the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Commerce, Dublin, show that imports and 
exports in 1944 were valued at £28,243,714 and £29,492,907 as 
compared with £26,082,107 and £27,401,074 respectively in 1943. 
Re-exports in 1944 were valued at £117,367 as against £78,722 in 
1933. The values of the chief trading classes are shown in the 
following table :-— 











Imports Exports 
Class | | —-——__, -—— 
1944 1943 1944 1943 
£ £ £ £ 
Live animals 710,013 417,953 | 14,324,363 | 13,614,500 
Food, drink and 
tobacco 10,121,661 | 7,790,281 | 11,167,040 | 10,371,275 


Other raw materials 
and manufactured 


goods 17,066,062 | 17,506,114} 3,839,138] 3,161,166 
Parcel post 345,978 367,759 168,366 254,133 

















Direction of Trade. The trade during the years under review 
was chiefly distributed as under :— 














Imports Exports 
Country —— 
1944 1943 1944 1943 
£ £ £ £ 
Great Britain 12,249,306 | 12,564,837 | 23,457,151 | 22,243,541 
Northern Ireland... 828,779 487,839} 5,689,220] 4,844,127 


Other countries *... | 14,711,970 | 12,688,592) 346,536 313,406 
Re-imports 453,659 340,839 — ~— 





Total 28,243,714 | 26,082,107 | 29,492,907 | 27,401,074 








* Principal “ other 
countries *’ :— 

















Canada 5,017,132] 2,544,563 2,120 1,949 
Argentina ... 1,620,951 734,994 1,500 270 
Brazil ees 859,336 563,940 1,500 
Dutch West Indies 837,355 599,701 ~- —- 
Portugal baa 181,580 865,223 1,000 6,725 
Portuguese West 

Africa ss 555,060 395,346 — - 
Spain F see 174,523} 1,036,713 15,738 15,656 
United States of 

America . | 2,955,387] 3,550,624 288,493 265,990 
Other countries 2,510,646 | 2,397,488 36,685 22,816 

* 


AUSTRALIA 


Overseas Trade, July-December, 1944: The Acting Common- 
wealth Statistician, Canberra, has issued particulars of the 
overseas merchandise trade of Australia, according to civilian 
and total trade during the second half of 1944 and 1943, as 
under :— 





July—Dec., July—Dec., 




















1944 1943 

Particulars —_ 

Civil Total Civil Total 

Trade | Trade | Trade | Trade 

£ sterlijng ’000 

Merchandise—Exports 42,988 60,802) 42,384 54,134 
Imports... | 41,258 90,957| 42,387 117,488 
Merchandise balance «| 1,730 |(—)30,155] (—)3](—)63,354 





(—) Minus sign (—) denotes decrease. 


Imports and Exports. The following tables give the value of 
the principal classes during the periods mentioned :— 
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OVERSEAS TRADE—continued 
Imports Exports 
July—Dec., | July—Dec., July—Dec., | July—Dec., 
Class 1944 1943 Class 1944 19,44 
Civil | Total | Civil | Total Civil | Total| Civil | Total 
Im- | Im- | Im- | In- Ex- Ex Ex- | Ex- 
ports | ports | ports | ports ports ports ports | ports 
£ sterlijng ’000 £A 000 
I. Food stuffs of animal origin 121 428 91 338 I. Foodstuffs of animal origin... | 9,111|13,529] 8,078 }12,162 
II. Foodstuffs of vegetable origin | 2,874 | 3,021} 2,538 | 2,688 II. Foodstuffs of vegetable origin |10,049 |18,685 | 7,176 |10,876 
III. Spirituous and alcoholic III. Spirit uous and alcoholic 
liquors . eae a 223 223 35 36 liquors a “ee a 832| 880 708| 753 
IV. Tobacco and _ preparation IV. Tobacco and_ preparation | 
thereof ve ... | 2,039 | 2,054] 2,905 | 2,942 thereof ... — a 146| 287 rd 521 
V. Live animals .. 31 31 15 15 V. Live animais.. 31 35 20 
VI. Animal substances, not Sead VI. Animal substances, not food- "| 
stuffs < 231 361 298 299 stuffs 23,449 |23,450 26, 927 |26,981 
VII. Vegetable substances and VII. Vegetable substances and 
fibres vhs .»- | 2,773 | 3,074] 2,456 | 2,653 fibres ve nae 266 518 412; 561 
VIII. (a) Apparel and attire ies 190 446} 137] 671 VIII. (a) Apparel and attire ~~ 150} 274 95) 794 
(6) Textiles 8,309 |15,674| 6,933 |15,448 (6) Textiles ... ; 266} 1,105 138 149 
(c) Yarns and m: snufac tured (c) Yarns and ms :nufactures 123 144 126; 513 
fibres... A .-- | 3,777 | 3,934] 2,919 | 3,538 
IX. Oils, fats and waxes. és * * * * IX. Oils, fats and waxes nee * * * | * 
X. Paints and varnishes ea 167 229; 221 252 X. Paints and varnishes 48 51 56 58 
XI. Stones and eomnnee includ- XI. Stones and minerals, inc lud- 
ing ores ... 463 670 §92 855 ing ores ... 1,336| 1,356] 1,372] 1,383 
XII. (a) Machines and mac chinery | - as * * XII. (a) Machines and mac chine Ty 433 495 530 | 566 
(6) Metals and manufactures * va * , (6) Metals and manufactures | 4,844] 4,961] 2,861] 3,119 
XIII. (a) Rubber and rubber manu- XIII. (a2) Rubber and rubber manu- ap | | 
factures ... * m * * factures ... - | * | * - ee, 
(b) Leather and leather manu- (b) Leather and leathe or manu- | } | 
factures ... a ba 22 23 21 23 factures ... ‘ - 387 | 389 | 305 | 306 
XIV. Wood and wicker ... 321 550| 279 299 XIV. Wood and wicker 206 | 209 | 145} 157 
XV. Earthenware, cements, china, XV. Earthenware, cements, ¢ hina, | 
glass, etc. ie cn 450 | 502 352| 381 glass, ete. co “CS Thay 168-49 
XVI. (a) Paper oss ses | 032856') 1;0561:1,116'| 1,310 XVI. (a) Paper... 90 wwe | 13 | 25 27| 47 
Stationery and paper (6) Stationery and _ paper | 
manufactures 1,005 | 1,089} 823 889 manufactures we, ae | 241 137; 158 
XVII. Jewellery, time mis and XVII. Jewellery, time pieces and | | 
fancy goods ‘ 204 244) 236 284 fancy goods ‘ | 40} 41 93 | 94 
XVIII: Optical, surgical and scie ntific XVIII. Optical, surgical and scie ntific | 
instruments ie 565 909} 688 815 instruments . | 88 | 99 62 | 77 
XIX. Drugs, chemicals and fertili- XIX. Drugs, chemicals and fertili- | 
sers } 2,338 | 2,824) 2,327 | 3,056 lisers “a | 451 700 5] i 609 
& g Wisesilancoun 2,620 * 2,762 a XX. Miscellaneous | a * | 812; * 








* Not available for publication. 





* Not available for publication. 





OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS—continued from page 215 


Approval of Permitted Prices: The Control Price Regulation 
Committee have approved the following prices exclusive of Pur- 
chase Tax for Electric Irons manufactured by British Diamix 
Ltd., Metrum Works, Beatty Street, Camden Town, London, 


NeW oh. 
Manufac- Whole- 
turer’s sale Retail 
selling selling selling 
price price price 
5. a. S. .d. a es 
B.D.L.S. Type A ElectricIron... 18 6 23 14 3010 
B.D.L.S. Type B Electric Iron... 16 7 20 9 27 8 
B.D.L.S. Type C ElectricIron... 8 7 10 9 14 4 


* 


The Central Price Regulation Committee has approved the 
following prices for “ Tireless Tim” Vacuum Cleaners manu- 
factured by Messrs. Hogan & Wardrop, Fulwood House, Fulwood 
Place, High Holborn :— 


£4. 2. 

Manufacturer’s selling price excluding settle- 
ment discounts ' 44 0 
Wholesale selling price 5.6, 0 
Retail selling price 7 0 0 


These prices are exclusive of Purchase Tax. 


* 


The Central Price Regulation Committee has approved the 
following prices for ‘‘ Clifton” Electric Irons complete with flex 
and connector manufactured by Clifton Aircraft Ltd., Appliance 
Division, Lytham, Lancashisec :-— 


Wholesale Wholesale Retail 
buying selling selling 
price price price 
8. d. s. d. B: a. 

Iron"with bakelite handle... 13 6 16 10 22 6 
Iron with wooden handle... 12 7 15 9 21. 0 


The prices are exclusive of Purchase Tax. 


Purchase Tax : The following information regarding the liability 
of certain articles to tax is published by the Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise as supplementary to that given in Notice 
No. 78a. 

Loose-fitting coats or jackets of the kind commonly known as 
box coats, jigger coats, jeeps, etc., are not regarded as generally 
suitable for young children’s wear and are taxable in all sizes. 

[Notice No. 78a should be noted accordingly. ] 


* 


Ministry of Supply Resignation: Mr. A. P. Jackson, Deputy 
Controller of Paper, Ministry of Supply, has tendered his resigna- 
tion as from May 5. Heis returning to his Company. 


* 


Letters for British P.O.W. and Civilian Internees : The Postmaster- 
General announces that the postal service to British prisoners of 

war and civilian internees in Germany and Austria is suspended, 
in view of the military situation in those Countries. 


* 


Civilian Telegraph Service with Italy : The Post Office and Cable 
and Wireless Ltd. announce that on and from May 4, public 
telegraph service with the following parts of Italy will be 
restored :—all provinces (including Sicily and Sardinia) south of 
and including provinces of Pesaro, Arezzo, Siena, Grosseto, and 
that part of the province of Firenze south of the River Arno but 
including all the city of Florence. All telegrams must be written 
in plain English, French or Italian. The rates are 3$d. a word for 
ordinary telegrams, and 13d. a word for European letter 
telegrarus with a minimum charge of 3s. 8d. for 25 words or less. 
Business telegrams must be restricted for the present to those 
ascertaining facts and exchanging information unless the senders 
hold a Treasury licence. 

The above does not apply to messages addressed to members of 
the Allied Forces, the arrangements for which remain unaltered. 
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Government Publications Trade and Shipping 


The following is a list of the Principal Government Publications 
Relating to Trade and Shipping issued since May 1, 1944 :— 

Apparel and Textiles Order, 1942: *List of persons whose names 
were on July 10, 1944 entered in the List of Registered Exporters 
of Headwear. Id. (2d.). List of persons whose names were on 
March 1, 1945, entered in the Register of Manufacturers of Headwear. 
3d. (4d.). 

Board of Trade Journal. 
(30s.). 

Cinematograph Film Industry, Tendencies to Monopoly in the : 
Report of Committee (Chairman, Mr. Albert Palache) appointed 
by the Cinematograph Films Council. July 3, 1944, 9d. (10d.). 

Clothing Quiz, 1944-45. 3d. (4d.). 

Company Law Amendment Committee (Chairman, Mr. Justice 
Cohen): Minutes of Evidence, February 11, 1944. 1s. 6d. (1s. 7d.) ; 
February 25,1944. 2s.(2s.2d.); March 14,1944. 1s. 3d. (1s. 4d.) ; 
April 4, 1944. Is. 3d. (1s. 4d.); April 18, 1944. 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d.); 
April 28, 1944. 1s. 3d. (1s. 4d.); May 12, 1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.) ; 
May 19, 1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.); June 2, 1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.) ; 
June 16,1944. 1s. (1s. 1d.) ; July 7,1944. 1s. 6d. (1s. 7d.) ; July 14, 
1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.); July 25, 1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.); July 26, 
1944. Is. 6d. (1s. 8d.). 


Design and the Designer in the Light Metal Trades. Report 
(May, 1940) of ajCommittee (Chairman: E. D. Best) of the Council 
for Art and Industry. November, 1944. ls. (Is. 2d.). 


Export Control of List of Goods the Exportation of which from 
the United Kingdom is controlled under the Export of Goods (Con- 
trol) (No. 10) Order, 1943, showing the position January 15, 1945. 
6d. (7d.). 

Export Trade of the United Kingdom for the years 1938, 1942 
and 1943, Accounts relating to. Is. (1s. 2d.); 1939, 1940 and 1941, 
Accounts relating to. Is. (1s. 2d.); 1942, 1943 and 1944, Accounts 
relating to. Is. (1s. 2d.). 

Knitted Goods (Manufacture and Supply) Directions: Utility 
Knitted Goods, Schedule F. Knitted Cloths, Knitted Garments, 
Knitted Gloves, Knitted Pram Rugs; and Key to Non-Utility 
Group Numbers. ls. 3d. (ls. 4d.). Amendments and Additions 
List No. 1. 3d. (4d.). 

Merchant Shipping: List of Principal Acts of Parliament, Regula- 
tions, Orders, Instructions, Notices, etc., relating to Merchant 
Shipping, 1941 Edition. Supplement No. 2. December, 1943. 
Id. (2d.). 

Services Clothing Rationing. 1d. (2d.). 

Trading with the Enemy: Legislation in force with the United 
Kingdom on February 1, 1944. 6d. (7d.). 

Utility Apparel (Infants’ and Girls’ Wear) Directions : 
IG. 2. 9d. (10d.). 

Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) Orders: Related 
Schedule No. 1B. Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ Outwear (other 
than Knitted Apparel and Gloves). 3d. (4d.). No. 3A, Women’s 
and Maids’ Outerwear (other than Knitted Apparel and Gloves). 
Supplement No.1. 1d. (2d.).. No. 4C. Women’s and Maid’s Under- 


Annual Subscription, 26s. 


6d. (7d.). 


Schedule 


wear and Nightwear, Corsets and Brassieres (other than Knitted 
Apparel). 3d. (4d.). No. 5A. Domestic and Industrial Overalls, 
Supplement No. 1. Id. (2d.). No. 8A. Gloves. 1d. (2d.). No. 10, 
Oilskins. 2d. (3d.). No. 11. Waterproofs. 2d. (3d.). No. 19, 
Nurses’ Uniforms. 2d. (3d.). No. 13. Fur Apparel. 1d. (2d), 
No. 14. Braces. 1d. (2d.). 


Utility Cloth and Household Textiles (Maximum Prices and 
Charges) Order: Related Schedule No. 1. Utility Woven Wool 
Cloth (other than Upholstery or Curtain Cloth) and Pram Rugg, 
2d. (3d.). No. 2. Utility Woven Cotton Cloth (other than Up. 
hosiery or Curtain Cloth). 5d. (6d.). No. 3. Utility Woven Rayon 
Cloth (other than Upholstery or Curtain Cloth). 3d. (4d.) No. 4 
Utility Knitted Cloth (other than Upholstery or Curtain Cloth) and 
Pram Rugs. Id. (3d.). No. 5. Utility Household Textiles (other 
than Upholstery or Curtain Cloth). 2d. (2d.). No. 6. Utility 
Upholstery Cloth and Utility Curtain Cloth. 1d. (2d.). 


Utility Furniture and Household Furnishings: Trader’s Leaflet 
UFD/8 (Revised). 1d. (2d.). 

Utility Oilskins. : Schedule. 2d. (3d.). 

Wool Yarn and Wool Cloth (Maximum Prices and Charges) Orders ; 
Related Price Schedule No. 1. Worsted Yarn. 6d. (7d.). Supple. 
ment No.1. 1d. (2d.). Related Charge Schedules No. 1, Commission 
Worsted Spinning. 2d. (3d.). No. 2A, Commission Combing and 
Xe-Combing. 1d. (2d.). 

Notes.—Above publications may be obtained from H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or other 
Branches. Post free prices in parentheses. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 
Official Journal (Patents). Published weekly, 
Trade Marks Journal. Published weekly, 

Price, in each instance, per copy Is. (inland), 1s. 1d. (abroad). 

Annual subscription £2 10s. (inland), £2 15s. (abroad). 

teports of Patent, Design and Trade Mark Cases. Published 
periodically. 

Price per copy 2s. (inland), 2s. 1d. (abroad). 

Annual subscription £1 (inland), £1 5s. (abroad). 

Patent Specifications. 

Price per copy Is. (inland), 1s. 1d. (abroad). 

In ordering copies of specifications, the year as well as the number 
of the application must be stated in the case of specifications relating 
to applications made prior to 1916, but in the case of subsequent 
applications the serial (i.e. six-figure) number of the specification 
must be quoted. 

Owing to the war certain Patent Office publications, including 
the Volumes of Abridgments of United Kingdom Specifications 
and the Name Indexes (Patents, Designs and Trade Marks), have 
been suspended, but full particulars relating to Patent Office pub- 
lications generally can be obtained from the Sale Branch of the 
Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

Subscriptions to such publications are payable in advance and 
deposit accounts may be opened. 





* Amendment Lists are published from time to time. 





COMPANY MEETING 
Brush Electrical Engineering Co. Ltd. 


The Fifty-sixth General Meeting of the Brush Electrical Engineer- 
ing Co. Ltd. was held on May 1 at the registered office, Falcon Works, 
Loughborough, Sir Ronald W. Matthews (the Chairman) presiding. 

The Chairman said the trading profit amounts to £242,576, against 
£261,839 last year and £214,336 for the previous year. 

The profit carried to the appropriation account is £147,257, against 
£175,002 the previous year. To this must be added £11,532 carried 
forward from the previous year. Your directors recommend that 
the resultant amount of £158,789 should be dealt with as set out in 
the directors’ report. 

In the appropriation account you will also notice a provision of 
£2,500 in regard to the South African subsidiary. This refers to 
Brush (South Africa) (Proprietary) Ltd., which company was 
registered and started trading in Johannesburg ‘in January 1944 
and in which your company owns more than 50 per cent. of the issued 
capital. Audited accounts in respect of this company are not yet 
available, but from preliminary figures it is apparent that there will 
be a deficiency on the first year’s working, and full provision has 
been made to the extent of your company’s shareholding. 

Practically the whole of the considerably increased engine turnover 
has been taken by the Ministry of Aircraft Production and Ministry 
of Supply, formerly for use in the European zone and latterly for 
shipping to §.E.A.C. 

While your company continues to manufacture products for the 
various Ministries, your directors have, within the limits imposed 
upon them, taken active steps to see that during the transitional 
period from war to peace the dislocation of production will be reduced 
as far as possible. Your company has an advantage in this respect 
over many other companies inasmuch as many of its normal products, 
with slight modifications required by the various Services, have been 
used for war purposes, and a reversion to their peace-time uses will 
not necessitate any major modifications. 

Last year I made reference to steps taken by this company to 
establish a comprehensive training scheme for boys. This year the 
company has extended its apprentice training programme to include 
girl student apprentices of school certificate standard who, in com- 
pletion of their training, will be absorbed into the permanent staff 


of secretarial, costing and accountancy or technical work. There 
has always been a considerable shortage of well-trained young women 
in these categories, and although there are many well-paid permanent 
positions available, suitable candidates for them are relatively few. 

The scheme provides a three-year course to which the girls are 
indentured, as has been the practice for many years with youths 
entering the engineering industry. It is believed that this is the first 
time that any comprehensive scheme has been instituted by industry 
with indentures for girls, including candidates for secretarial, or 
costing and accountancy careers. 

The Report and Accounts were unanimously adopted. 
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